
Bulgaria Hate Crime Report 2019
Information contained in this report was compiled as part of ODIHR’s 2019 Hate Crime Report.

For more information, including on previous years’ reporting, please visit: hatecrime.osce.org/bulgaria

For more information about ODIHR’s Hate Crime Report, visit: hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology

Summary
Bulgaria regularly reports hate crime data to ODIHR. Bulgaria implemented ODIHR's Training Against Hate Crime for Law

Enforcement (TAHCLE) programme from 2012 until 2017. Bulgaria also took part in ODIHR's project on "Building a

Comprehensive Criminal Justice Response to Hate Crime", helping to develop a joint training programme for police and

prosecutors that was piloted in the country. Bulgaria has also made efforts to improve hate crime identification, recording

and data collection systems through ODIHR's Information Against Hate Crimes Toolkit (INFAHCT) programme. ODIHR

completed a review of Bulgaria's hate crime legislation in 2018.   

Hate crime data collection in Bulgaria

Support for hate crime victims in Bulgaria

Hate crime capacity building in Bulgaria

Bulgaria's hate crime legislation

ODIHR’s Key Observation
ODIHR observes that the law enforcement agencies of Bulgaria have not recorded the bias motivations of hate crimes.
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Official Data
The numbers recorded by the police refer to cases registered under substantive offences, many of which are hate speech

provisions, and specific penalty enhancements in the Bulgarian Criminal Code. As such, all official numbers include hate

crimes committed out of "hooligan motives", which falls outside of the OSCE's hate crime definition. The number of

sentencing judgments refers to hate crimes proper.

Year Hate crimes recorded by police Prosecuted Sentenced

2019 22 432 155



National Developments
In 2019, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, together with ODIHR and FRA, organized a workshop for police and other criminal

justice agencies involved in recording hate crimes. The workshop produced a set of recommendations on improving hate

crime registration, which were provided to the Ministry to be conveyed to the Bulgarian authorities for implementation.

A training on the "Investigation of hate crimes on homophobic and transphobic motives", organized by the LGBT youth

organization Action, was held as part of a project funded by the American Bar Asssociation. The aim of the project was to

increase sensitivity to the problems of the LGBTI community in Bulgaria and to improve the investigation of crimes

committed against LGBTI people. Forty-seven officers (including investigative police officers, security police officers and

criminal police operatives) from various District Police Directorates in the country were trained.



Incidents reported by civil society

Total 31 incidents

11 11

Racist and xenophobic hate crime

1 4 3 8

Anti-Roma hate crime

3 2 5

Anti-LGBTI hate crime

4 4

Anti-Muslim hate crime

4 4

Anti-Semitic hate crime

Violent attacks against people  Threats/Harassment  Attacks against property

Please note that the total number of incidents may be lower than the sum of incidents presented in the breakdown chart above, as
some incidents involve multiple bias motivations.

Kantor Center reported only statistical data. This explains the discrepancy between the graphic above and the incidents

included below.



Targeted properties

Total 13 incidents targeting properties

5 5

Private property

3 1 4

Community facility

1 1 2

Other

2 2

Place of worship

1 1

Cemetery

Anti-Muslim hate crime  Anti-LGBTI hate crime  Anti-Roma hate crime

Racist and xenophobic hate crime



Type of property attack

Total 13 incidents targeting properties

3 2 2 7

Vandalism

2 2

Arson

1 1 2

Damage to property

Anti-Roma hate crime  Anti-Muslim hate crime  Anti-LGBTI hate crime

View civil society incidents for Bulgaria, 2019

https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?country=BG&year=2019

