
Cyprus Hate Crime Report 2020
Information contained in this report was compiled as part of ODIHR’s 2020 Hate Crime Report.

For more information, including on previous years’ reporting, please visit: hatecrime.osce.org/cyprus

For more information about ODIHR’s Hate Crime Report, visit: hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology

Summary
Cyprus has regularly reported hate crime data to ODIHR since 2018. In February 2022, the Cyprus Police and Ministry of

Interior organized a workshop on understanding and improving hate crime recording and data collection in co-operation

with ODIHR and the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights. The workshop was based on ODIHR's Information Against Hate

Crimes Toolkit (INFAHCT), and resulted in a set of recommendations to relevant state authorities.

Hate crime data for each year are collected and published online by the Cyprus Police and its Human Rights and Combating

Discrimination Office.

In 2017, the Cyprus Police signed a Memorandum of Understanding for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights with

14 civil society organizations. The purpose of the Memorandum is to further improve and deepen co-operation between the

parties for the protection and promotion of human rights.

Hate crime data collection in Cyprus

Support for hate crime victims in Cyprus

Hate crime capacity building in Cyprus

Cyprus's hate crime legislation

ODIHR’s Key Observation
ODIHR observes that Cyprus has not reported information and statistics on hate crimes to ODIHR since 2019. In addition,
ODIHR observes that Cyprus would benefit from raising the awareness and building the capacity of criminal justice officials
in relation to hate crimes.

https://hatecrime.osce.org/cyprus
https://hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology
https://www.osce.org/odihr/infahct
https://www.police.gov.cy/police/police.nsf/dmlstatistical_en/dmlstatistical_en?opendocument
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-cyprus#dataCollection
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-cyprus#victimSupport
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-cyprus#capacityBuilding
https://hatecrime.osce.org/hate-crime-legislation-cyprus


Official Data
The numbers presented here include hate speech offences, which fall outside of the OSCE's definition of hate crime. The

records were submitted to ODIHR after the deadline and, therefore, not included in the Key Observations on 2020.

Year Hate crimes recorded by police Prosecuted Sentenced

2020 41 7 0



Police data by bias motivation

Cypriot police reported two sets of data broken down either by (i) type of crime or (ii) bias motivation. However,

datasets cannot be presented jointly. The below breakdown presents the bias motivations recorded. As more than one

motivation can be recorded for a single incident, the number below exceeds that of the recorded incidents presented

above.

39

Racist and xenophobic hate crime
This category consists of 30 crimes motivated by bias based on nationality and ethnic origin (of which ten were anti-African, two anti-Arab, four
anti-Asian, 13 anti-Eastern European, and one anti-European), three crimes based on bias against the Turkish community and eight motivated by
bias based on colour.

6

Other hate crime based on religion or belief

6

Unspecified

4

Anti-Muslim hate crime

2

Anti-Christian hate crime

2

Anti-LGBTI hate crime
Both crimes reported under this category were motivated by a bias based on gender identity.



Police data by type of crime

Cypriot police reported two sets of data broken down either by (i) type of crime or (ii) bias motivation. However,

datasets cannot be presented jointly. The below breakdown presents the bias motivations recorded. As more than one

motivation can be recorded for a single incident, the number below exceeds that of the recorded incidents presented

above.

59

Unspecified



Incidents reported by civil society

Total 1 incidents

1 1

Anti-Christian hate crime

Attacks against property

Please note that the total number of incidents may be lower than the sum of incidents presented in the breakdown chart above, as
some incidents involve multiple bias motivations.



Targeted properties

Total 1 incidents targeting properties

1 1

Place of worship

Anti-Christian hate crime



Type of property attack

Total 1 incidents targeting properties

1 1

Vandalism

Anti-Christian hate crime

View civil society incidents for Cyprus, 2020

https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?country=CY&year=2020

