
Italy Hate Crime Report 2018
Information contained in this report was compiled as part of ODIHR’s 2018 Hate Crime Report.

For more information, including on previous years’ reporting, please visit: hatecrime.osce.org/italy

For more information about ODIHR’s Hate Crime Report, visit: hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology

Summary
Italy regularly reports hate crime data to ODIHR. Annual reports on hate crime have been published since 2010 and can be

accessed here.

The Observatory for Security against Discriminatory Acts (OSCAD) carries out activities to prevent, counter and monitor hate

crimes. OSCAD works closely with the National Office Against Racial Discrimination (UNAR), which deals with non-criminal

hate incidents and coordinates a permanent consultation group to promote LGBTI rights and protection. 

Italy implemented ODIHR's TAHCLE (Training Against Hate Crime for Law Enforcement) programme in 2014. Italy also

participated in ODIHR's project on "Building a Comprehensive Criminal Justice Response to Hate Crime", which included the

training of police, civil society, and lawyers on hate crime investigation and victim support, and the mapping of available

hate crime data in the Lombardy region. 

Hate crime data collection in Italy

Support for hate crime victims in Italy

Hate crime capacity building in Italy

Italy's hate crime legislation

ODIHR’s Key Observation
ODIHR observes that Italy has not reported the numbers of prosecuted hate crimes or information on the sentencing of hate

crime cases to ODIHR.

https://hatecrime.osce.org/italy
https://hatecrime.osce.org/our-methodology
https://www.interno.gov.it/it/ministero/osservatori-commissioni-e-centri-coordinamento/osservatorio-sicurezza-contro-atti-discriminatori-oscad
https://www.osce.org/odihr/tahcle
https://www.osce.org/projects/criminal-justice-response-hate-crime
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-italy#dataCollection
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-italy#victimSupport
https://hatecrime.osce.org/national-frameworks-italy#capacityBuilding
https://hatecrime.osce.org/hate-crime-legislation-italy


Official Data
The data refers to the number of criminal offences, with one incident potentially involving several offences. The reported

numbers include some cases of hate speech and discrimination.

Year Hate crimes recorded by police Prosecuted Sentenced

2018 1,111 613 46



Police data by bias motivation

The data presented here includes information from the police database (SDI) and information gathered by the

Observatory for Security against Acts of Discrimination (OSCAD). The breakdown below consists of: (i) SDI data

covering the following bias motivations: "race/colour"; ethnicity; nationality; language; anti-Semitism; bias against

Roma and Sinti; bias against Muslims; and bias against members of other religions; and (ii) OSCAD data on hate crimes

motivated by bias against "sexual orientation and transgender identity" and bias against people with "disability".

801

Racist and xenophobic hate crime
This category includes crimes registered in the SDI database and committed on the grounds of race/colour of skin, ethnicity, bias against Roma
and Sinti, nationality, language, anti-Semitism, bias against Muslims and bias against members of other religions.

210

Disability hate crime
This information is based on reports received by the Observatory for Security against Acts of Discrimination (OSCAD) and is included in the SDI
database.

100

Anti-LGBTI hate crime
This information is based on reports received by the Observatory for Security against Acts of Discrimination (OSCAD).



Police data by type of crime

The data presented here includes information from the police database (SDI) and information gathered by the

Observatory for Security against Acts of Discrimination (OSCAD). The breakdown below consists of: (i) SDI data

covering the following bias motivations: "race/colour"; ethnicity; nationality; language; anti-Semitism; bias against

Roma and Sinti; bias against Muslims; and bias against members of other religions; and (ii) OSCAD data on hate crimes

motivated by bias against "sexual orientation and transgender identity" and bias against people with "disability".

232

Incitement to violence

205

Physical assault

188

Desecration of graves

142

Threats/ threatening behaviour

112

Theft/ robbery

85

Damage to property

61

Disturbance of the peace

50

Attacks against places of worship

20

Unspecified

15

Vandalism

1

Homicide



National Developments
The Criminal Code's hate crime provisions were amended to correspond with the requirements of EU law. Consequently,

changes to the aggravating circumstance provision preclude the bias motivation aggravation to be balanced against other,

mitigating circumstances.

The Observatory for Security against Acts of Discrimination (OSCAD) continued to conduct training activities on hate crimes

for a broad target group, including different ranks of the Carabinieri Corps and the National Police. This has also included

the cascading of ODIHR's TAHCLE programme.



Incidents reported by civil society

Total 301 incidents

143 23 20 186

Racist and xenophobic hate crime

6 50 58

Anti-Christian hate crime

14 23 37

Anti-Semitic hate crime

10 4 15

Anti-Roma hate crime

10 13

Anti-LGBTI hate crime

5 6 13

Anti-Muslim hate crime

3

Gender-based hate crime

1

Disability hate crime

Violent attacks against people  Threats/Harassment  Attacks against property

Please note that the total number of incidents may be lower than the sum of incidents presented in the breakdown chart above, as
some incidents involve multiple bias motivations.



Targeted properties

Total 100 incidents targeting properties

42 2 1 1 1 47

Place of worship

16 4 3 2 1 1 27

Private property

6 5 1 12

Monument

9 2 11

Public Space

4 1 5

Cemetery

2 1 1 4

Community facility

2 1 1 4

School

1 1

Other

Anti-Christian hate crime  Anti-Semitic hate crime  Anti-Muslim hate crime

Racist and xenophobic hate crime  Anti-LGBTI hate crime  Anti-Roma hate crime

Gender-based hate crime



Type of property attack

Total 100 incidents targeting properties

25 18 10 5 2 61

Vandalism

12 9 24

Arson

12 3 16

Theft

8 5 14

Damage to property

2 3

Burglary

Anti-Christian hate crime  Anti-Muslim hate crime  Anti-Roma hate crime

Anti-Semitic hate crime  Racist and xenophobic hate crime  Anti-LGBTI hate crime

Gender-based hate crime

View civil society incidents for Italy, 2018

https://hatecrime.osce.org/incidents?country=IT&year=2018

